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Abstract : lemrod K. Results of the tuberculosis control program along the Thai - Myanmar border in
Tak Province, Fiscal year 2004-2005. Thai J Tuberc chest Dis Crit Care 2008; 29:35-43.

Tak Provincial Health Service. Ministry of Public Health.

Objective : The objective of this present study was to determine the results of the tuberculosis (TB)
control program along the Thai - Myanmar border in Tak Province, including TB case finding, health
education, sputum conversion and treatment outcome during the fiscal year 2004-2005.

Methods : The study was conducted from 1 October 2003 to 30 September 2005 in 5 districts along
the Thai - Myanmar border in Tak Province. The activities of the control program which followed the
national TB control guideline included TB situation analysis, capacity building, laboratory capacity, TB
case finding, health education and DOTS treatment.

Results : Health education about TB was given to 694 persons (patients, their family members and
others) in 2004 and to 4,060 persons in 2005. Of the 338,865 persons for TB case findings, about 36.43%
were screened for TB by the questionnaire in 2004. The figure increased to 55.14% in 2005. The
proportions of TB suspected cases among the screened persons were 1.27% in 2004 and 0.99% in 2005.
Of the suspected cases, about 0.96% had smear-positive sputum in 2004 and 1.39% in 2005.

The sputum conversion rates among the new smear-positive TB cases increased from 55.3%

in 2003 (before the program) to €9.1% in 2004 and to 70.4% in 2005 (1-2 years following the program).
The cure rates slightly increased from 60.5% in 2003 to 64.5% in 2004 and to 67.9% in 2005.
The rates of defaulters correspondingly reduced from 15.1% in 2003 to 12.3% in 2004 and to 11.4% in
2005. There was no statistically significant difference between the success rates of treatment outcome
in 2003 (before the program) and 2004-2005 (1-2 years following the program).
Conclusions : The program can increase active case findings for TB and the sputum conversion rate
in the border areas. However, effective supervision and monitoring of the treatment outcome is
essential to increase the cure rate. The program should be further supported to reduce the TB public
health problems in the Thai - Myanmar border areas in Tak Province.



